
CMS Requires Surveyors To Be Fully
Vaccinated 

CMS has issued memo QSO-22-10-ALL to all State Survey Agencies,
requiring onsite surveyors - including CLIA and Life Safety surveyors - to be
fully vaccinated for COVID-19 or have an acceptable medical or religious
exemption.  

For surveyors with an accepted exemption, they must take extra precautions
while onsite during survey “as determined and documented by the state (such
as mandatory testing, limitation to conducting survey activities that limit
patient/resident contact such as record review, limitation to conducting offsite
activities, or re-assignment or work modification).” All surveyors are expected
to use appropriate PPE while surveying.  

State Survey Agencies are responsible for compliance with this expectation.
Therefore, certified providers and suppliers are still not permitted to ask
surveyors for proof of their vaccination status as a precondition for entry. 

READ MORE

Additional Updates 
HHS Increasing Testing Supplies to Nursing Facilities and AL
Communities: AHCA/NCAL has been advocating to the federal government to
increase the supply of test kits to nursing homes and assisted living
communities. The Association has learned HHS will ship an additional five
million tests over the next five weeks. Read More

Hospitals Encouraged to Administer Booster Shots to Elderly and
Underlying Health Conditions Prior to Discharge: AHCA/NCAL has been
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working with the American Hospital Association and the federal government to
encourage hospitals to administer the booster shot to eligible individuals prior
to discharge to long term care facilities. Read More

New Staffing Measures Posted to Care Compare: Three staff turnover and
two weekend staffing measures have been added to Care Compare (formerly
Nursing Home Compare). As outlined in QSO memo 22-08-NH from earlier this
year, these five measures will be factored into Five-Star in July 2022 and
updated quarterly with every new PBJ data release. Read More

New Booster Shot Graphics Now Available: As part of its #GetVaccinated
campaign, AHCA/NCAL is offering new graphics to help promote the
importance of booster shots for both LTC residents and staff. Download the
free graphics and then work with your local, preferred printer to order
promotional materials, including posters, stickers, table tents, and pins. Access
the Booster Shot Graphics on Dropbox or at getvaccinated.us on the Provider
Resources page. 

How to Ensure Temporary Aides Are Successful: AHCA/NCAL recently
made updates to the temporary nurse aide and temporary feeding assistant
free, online training courses. The Association enhanced security measures
within our learning management system and the exam process to help further
our high academic integrity standards. Read More

READ MORE UDPATES

Webinar Recording Available
The AHCA/NCAL webinar recording on implementing CMS’ health care worker
vaccine mandate is now available for all members. On the webinar, we review
implementation deadlines, which employees are covered, required record
keeping and other aspects of the IFR. Please note that this webinar was
recorded prior to today’s release of the QSO memo establishing compliance
deadlines for providers in Texas. 

ACCESS THE WEBINAR

Please email COVID19@ahca.org for additional questions, or visit
ahcancal.org/coronavirus for more information.
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COVID-19 Dashboard
Explore the latest trends

on cases, community
spread and census.

Save Our Seniors
Policymakers must

prioritize long term care
residents and staff with

ongoing support. 

#GetVaccinated
Find resources and

stories to encourage LTC
staff and residents to get
the COVID-19 vaccine.
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