
Medicare Part B Physician Fee Schedule
Final Rule for 2021 Includes Deep Cuts

Impacting AHCA/NCAL Residents
Yesterday, the Centers of Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) issued the CY
2021 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule (PFS) Final Rule and associated Fact
Sheet which establishes payment rates and other provisions related to Medicare
Part B services for calendar year (CY) 2021. Services impacted include those
received by residents of AHCA/NCAL member skilled nursing facilities, assisted
living communities, and residences for individuals with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. The final rule is effective January 1, 2021 and lists
drastic payment rate cuts to physician skilled nursing facility visits; physical and
occupational therapy; speech-language pathology; portable x-ray, and other
Medicare Part B covered services. 

A summary of the final rule, which also includes other rule changes related to
telehealth services, therapy evaluations, and therapy documentation burden
reduction that are helpful to AHCA/NCAL members and their residents may be
found here. 

AHCA/NCAL along with a large coalition of healthcare provider organizations are
seriously concerned that during the middle of a global pandemic is not the time to
reduce payments to essential Medicare providers by an average of nearly 10
percent and are asking for Congress to include legislation in any year-end
package to prevent these arbitrary Medicare cuts in order to protect patient
access to medically necessary services.

We appreciate the heroic efforts you are putting in every day in responding to the
needs of your residents and staff during the COVID-19 pandemic and do not want
to distract you from those efforts more than necessary, but we are asking you to
take a couple minutes to do the following to help fend off these cuts. 

Please contact your Members of Congress through the AHCA/NCAL Action
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Center to ask them to stop the Medicare cuts to providers and support the
enactment of H.R. 8702 – Holding Providers Harmless From Medicare Cuts
During COVID-19 Act of 2020 . This bill would provide a critical two-year
reprieve from these cuts protecting access to essential care for our vulnerable
residents until a more permanent solution can be implemented.

For more information about the PFS Final Rule please contact Dan Ciolek at
dciolek@ahca.org.

Read More

Other COVID-19 Updates
HHS Releases September Quality Incentive Payment Amounts: HHS has
released the dollar amounts for skilled nursing facilities that received Quality
Incentive Payments in September. These include both infection and mortality
payments. Read More

CDC Updates Strategies for Optimizing the Facemask Supply: The CDC
has made several updates on guidance for facemasks for health care
personnel. AHCA/NCAL encourages providers to review these latest
updates. Read More

READ MORE COVID-19 UPDATES

COVID-19 Webinars
Clinical Performance 101
Monday, December 7, 2020
3 PM ET
Hosted by BD
Register

Direct Contracting 101: Opportunity for SNF/PAC to Lead?
Tuesday, December 8, 2020 at 2 PM ET 
Thursday, December 10, 2020 at 10 AM ET 
Hosted by AHCA/NCAL 
Register

A Closer Look: Face Masks and People with Disabilities
Wednesday, December 9, 2020 at 2 PM ET 
Hosted by the Georgia Tech Center for Inclusive Design and Innovation, in
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partnership with the CDC Foundation 
Register

PRF Reporting Requirements – Updated with HHS FAQs
Recording Now Available!
AHCA/NCAL member experts review the most up-to-date PRF reporting
requirements available, as well as case examples. Access the Recording

FIND MORE RESOURCES

Please email COVID19@ahca.org for additional questions, or visit
ahcancal.org/coronavirus for more information.

COVID-19 Dashboard
Explore the latest trends
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Save Our Seniors
Policymakers must

prioritize long term care
residents and staff with

ongoing support. 

#CareNotCOVID
Find uplifting stories and
messages of hope from

our residents and
caregivers.

This message contains confidential information and is intended only for AHCA/NCAL
membership. Dissemination, distribution or copying the contents of this email beyond this
group is strictly prohibited.

AHCA   |  NCAL   |  Provider
© 2020 American Health Care Association. All rights reserved. 

https://cl.exct.net/?qs=2183dee3902810d2c9f8ca48328caa53eee64f611531c3ed23d5c076ca9f7ed4a867696ab64ac87897e2b3303486316f08dfa8d4af61d689
https://cl.exct.net/?qs=2183dee3902810d227c9ac2cef303be6fdfac76a6820cfa66deec5b62e3b9ff91cbea716dc75e6ba066ed35820de2b3c278169e32c97c4ee
https://cl.exct.net/?qs=2183dee3902810d225dfbe0a6887f96fe06eef3a3a7cb92da735d235956c751dfb12b3d387890a7acd51df73b7affc1f23911f881329f11f
https://cl.exct.net/?qs=2183dee3902810d225dfbe0a6887f96fe06eef3a3a7cb92da735d235956c751dfb12b3d387890a7acd51df73b7affc1f23911f881329f11f
https://cl.exct.net/?qs=2183dee3902810d2c9f8ca48328caa53eee64f611531c3ed23d5c076ca9f7ed4a867696ab64ac87897e2b3303486316f08dfa8d4af61d689
mailto:COVID19@ahca.org?subject=
https://cl.exct.net/?qs=2183dee3902810d2897f09ac871aa10d0a286422847a4be5db7c3f65c0fe1f222a33c4f34e78dfa7393b784583fd9e56ef0bf7922d5fed93
https://cl.exct.net/?qs=2183dee3902810d20cfc6af01863e4560104dce1adce5e5a3c0611d8c1df6af0217dbb4aa204613289a59fd03cd0417b682be0fab063c8ec
https://cl.exct.net/?qs=2183dee3902810d290e1b4eff0a8e7a8e98ac6a56001256b1d421970a9f444d77973d5178bc5278e34ed818bf9f446d2f29242a92824e285
https://cl.exct.net/?qs=2183dee3902810d2acb8f2ccebd186aa426a656bb9fff9db561e1315d7c1adaedb634907a632b2bf4260f8ea1554af5ab757c93d2facf046
https://cl.exct.net/?qs=2183dee3902810d2acb8f2ccebd186aa426a656bb9fff9db561e1315d7c1adaedb634907a632b2bf4260f8ea1554af5ab757c93d2facf046
https://cl.exct.net/?qs=2183dee3902810d235f73de5dcfe325dc432769408e62e551cc9caa588fbeb27965253f77cbc5ad28d39f309e197976dbaea9a5646c7aa67
https://cl.exct.net/?qs=2183dee3902810d26d1aa1e3b7375a2be20459ba1921c233e86804d6153876cba0be6f33e1cc7e88339901dd35d247b2457accb8032ad85e
https://cl.exct.net/?qs=2183dee3902810d2b37b79a74304a2fe3900bebee36710dbba6721e556f5888129113e617c330ff4b7bc732c3be35dd6cf39c14b7f869cb1
https://cl.exct.net/?qs=2183dee3902810d28531919d6be4fab445c4a8b0d00b04e5ec429a93d8ce91e090a97c2c88125fb479a964ae9c4cc424c34d5abd9900fbf1
https://cl.exct.net/?qs=2183dee3902810d284a4e12956c442b9fc22f1091140fc8a0d14b03c8359963e61d3cfc1e175d4ffab0b45d9430afd0ea7124506f0a2cb72
https://cl.exct.net/?qs=11a4ae08c3bc26bb06ff8ee2c17dc809cf9b3e4d92d860435266054ee7990d8ee12a16efde04d5f078bdb5dd1b780dacc9e23b1488fa8aa7
https://cl.exct.net/?qs=11a4ae08c3bc26bb2984d207db11e7aeb2273a27f881ba98a45b399830dc78a99fe5c39190eb91c622750c0d69817127432ca4877453913b
https://cl.exct.net/?qs=11a4ae08c3bc26bb12abca0f8d11f7bb70122c7a82c58fdd5d1135b834b85933d47977821e7822b4f69d62e9188a06ddc7976279de985283
https://cl.exct.net/?qs=11a4ae08c3bc26bb4dd858e16fc595cf7b7f0c30adac190aad974b5dffea8ab842f0c0be9f7b25203e27a1b14eeabf2f7b6d2b2e2f33bd78


Update Profile

https://cl.exct.net/profile_center.aspx?qs=43220f4b9628b52ff0ce10308842547a9922603adb799dfc51094c18c5f195beda8a5826a9ba31883cc472e3cf4f56b2175eaeb5367e45ecb0daeaecae23314c3fdd6bb18d030631bd0c5f4986adaeb0

