
HHS Distributes Phase 4 Provider Relief
Fund

Today, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced
it will be releasing Phase 4 of the Provider Relief Fund (PRF). Phase 4
consists of $17 billion for providers who can document revenue loss and
expenses associated with the pandemic. HHS has also created an option for
reconsideration of Phase 3 awards and extended the due date for the first PRF
Reports, formerly due on September 30, 2021, by 60 days. It is also possible
rural SNFs and assisted living communities may be eligible for the $8.5 for
rural providers.

Consistent with the requirements included in the Coronavirus Response and
Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act of 2020, PRF Phase 4 payments will: 

Be based on providers’ lost revenues and coronavirus-related
expenditures between July 1, 2020, and March 31, 2021. 
Reimburse smaller providers—who tend to operate on thin margins and
often serve vulnerable or isolated communities—for their lost revenues
and COVID-19 expenses at a higher rate compared to larger providers. 
Also include bonus payments for providers who serve Medicaid, CHIP
and Medicare patients, who tend to be lower income and have greater
and more complex medical needs. 

HRSA will price these bonus payments at the generally higher
Medicare rates for Medicaid and CHIP patients to ensure equity for
those serving low-income children, pregnant women, people with
disabilities, and seniors. 

Similarly, HRSA will make American Rescue Plan (ARP) rural payments to
providers based on the amount of Medicaid, CHIP and Medicare services they
provide to patients who live in rural areas as defined by the HHS Federal
Office of Rural Health Policy. Accordingly, ARP rural payments will also
generally be based on Medicare reimbursement rates.
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READ MORE

CDC and CMS Guideline Updates
CDC Updates Infection Prevention & Control Guidance for Healthcare
Settings: Today, the CDC updated its infection prevention and control guidance
for healthcare settings, Infection Control Guidance for Healthcare Professionals
about Coronavirus (COVID-19). Read More

CMS Updates Testing Guidance: Today, CMS updated their previous
requirements around testing. Read More

CMS Updates COVID-19 Billing Guidance - No changes to 3-Day Stay or
Spell of Illness Waiver Policy: This week, CMS updated MLN Matters Article
SE20011 titled Medicare FFS Response to the PHE on COVID-19. Read More

Please email COVID19@ahca.org for additional questions, or visit
ahcancal.org/coronavirus for more information.
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