
Visit our COVID-19 Page Here

Dear Member:

Maine CDC Now Reporting COVID-19 Cases by Zip Code
With little fanfare this week, the Maine CDC began releasing data showing the number of
coronavirus cases by zip code. To protect individuals’ privacy, the CDC notes that:
 
1) Case counts are suppressed in zip codes with fewer than 50 people.
2) Exact case counts are suppressed in all zip codes with 5 or fewer cases.
3) In counties where total case counts are low enough that zip code data could indirectly
reveal the identity of a case, all zip codes in the county are suppressed.
 
With this change in reporting, Maine joins all the New England states in showing this level
of case detail. The data are available on the Maine CDC’s coronavirus web page.
 
Still Need Help with NHSN Reporting?
At this point, every nursing facility should be enrolled in NHSN and reporting weekly
effective 5/1/2020. If you are stuck in the enrollment process, please contact Amanda
Gagnon, agagnon@healthcentricadvisors.org as soon as possible. She and other
members of the Healthcentric Advisors team are available to help troubleshoot and walk
you through the set up process. We are aware that some facilities have received a
warning letter from CMS. If you are one of them, please reach out sooner rather than later.
 
Attached are step-by-step instructions to join a group. Healthcentric Advisors has
included the Maine CDC’s group information as well as its own. By giving them group
access, they can view your data and provide real-time support on reporting. 
 
CMS Posts SNF COVID-19 Data, Inspection Results on Nursing Home Compare
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has posted the first set of
underlying coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) nursing facility data this week. On April
19, CMS announced the requirement that skilled nursing facilities (SNFs) inform residents,
their families, and their representatives of COVID-19 cases in their facilities. And, SNFs
must also report COVID-19 cases and deaths directly to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), and now CMS said it is making this data publicly available. 
 
“As part of today’s announcement, CMS is also posting the results from the targeted
inspections announced on March 4, 2020, to allow inspectors to focus on the most serious
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health and safety threats like infectious diseases and abuse during the pandemic,” the
agency said. It expects to post results of these inspections on a monthly basis going
forward.
 
What the data show is that as of May 31, about 13,600 nursing facilities—approximately
88 percent of the 15,400 Medicare and Medicaid nursing facilities—had reported the
required data to CDC. These facilities reported more than 95,000 confirmed COVID-19
cases and almost 32,000 deaths. The next set of data will be updated in two weeks. Going
forward after that date, CMS said it plans to update the data weekly. To read more in
Provider, see CMS-Posts-SNF-COVID-19-Data,-Inspection-Results-on-Nursing-Home-
Compare.aspx
 
ICYMI: AL Materials Available
Brookdale Senior Living owns and operates over 800 senior living communities and
retirement communities in the United States. They have graciously shared their COVID-19
tools for examples of Assisted Living preparedness with MHCA. You can find these on our
website:

Wipe Down Wednesday
Assisted Living FAQ
Stop and Ask Yourself
Assisted Living Infection Control

Thank you for all you do to care for your residents and staff.

Nadine L. Grosso
Vice President and Director of Communications
ngrosso@mehca.org
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