
 

Guidance for Extended Use of Facemasks 
(surgical/procedure masks) 

The CDC reports that prolonged or extended use of personal protective equipment such as N95 

mask (including between patients) can be safe for up to 8 hours and encourages each user to 

review each manufacturer’s recommendations prior to following this strategy.  

 

Extended Use Strategy with a 4-day Rotation Plan 

Because coronaviruses lose their viability significantly after 72 hours [1],[2], many organizations have 

promoted a rotation and re-use strategy to extend the supply of approved PPE including surgical 

masks and N95 respirators.  

Assuming there is no soiling and minimal to no viral contamination to the mask, the CDC suggests 

that masks can be re-used up to 5 times with the following strategy: 

1. Acquire a set number of surgical/N95 masks (at least 4 per the CDC per staff member), and 

rotate their use each day, allowing them to dry for long enough that the virus is no longer 

viable (>72 hours or 5 days).  

2. Proper storage for this technique requires either hanging the respirators to dry, or keeping 

them in a clean, breathable container like a paper bag between uses.  

3. When placing the mask into the paper bag take care to ensure the interior sides of the mask 

are folded together gently so only the exterior part of the mask touches the outside of the 

paper bag. 

4. Make sure the masks do not touch each other, and that your staff do not share their 

respirator with another person.  

5.  

A user seal check should be performed before each use. 

Importantly, when planning to reuse an N-95 mask, practice fastidious donning/doffing to avoid 

contamination of the inside or outside of the mask at all times (see below methods for donning and 

doffing).  

 
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5  

(Reuse from Day 1) 
Day 6 

(Reuse from Day 2) 

If the mask is damaged or significantly contaminated from aerosol-generating procedures or 

bodily fluids, the CDC recommends discarding it. 
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